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17. It came to pass when Pharaoh let the people go, that God did not lead them [by] way of the land of
the Philistines for it was near, because God said, Lest the people reconsider when they see war and
return to Egypt
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R. Hayyim b"r Moshe ibn Attar was born in Sali, West Morocco in 1696. In 1741 he arrived in the Land of Israel
with a number of his disciples, and after brief stays in Acre and Tiberias, he relocated to Jerusalem where he
established a yeshiva for the study of Talmud and Kabala. He vigorously struggled against the Karaites living in
Jerusalem at that time. He died in 1743, after having lived in Jerusalem for less than a year.
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13. And David said to Nathan "I have S/nned aga/nst the Lord " And Nathan sa/d to Dawd "Also the Lord has
removed your sin; you shall not die. 14. Nevertheless, because you have greatly blasphemed the enemies of the
Lord by this thing, the child also that is born to you shall surely die." 15. And Nathan departed to his house.
And the Lord struck the child that Uriah's wife bore to David, and it became mortally ill. 16. And David
besought God on behalf of the child; and David fasted a fast, and he came in and slept lying on the ground. 17.
And the elders of his house stood over him to raise him up from the ground; but he would not; neither did he
eat bread with them. 18. And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. And the servants of David
feared to tell him that the child was dead; for they said, "Behold, while the child was yet alive we spoke to him
and he did not hearken to our voices; how then shall we tell him that the child is dead, so that he do [himself]
harm?" 19. And David saw that his servants were whispering and he understood that the child was dead; and
David said to his servants, "Is the child dead?" And they said "[He is] dead."
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20. And David got up from the ground, and washed, and anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and
he came to the House of the Lord and kneeled; and he came to his house, and he asked and they set bread
before him, and he ate. 21. And his servants said to him: "What is this thing that you have done? For the
live child you fasted and wept, but when the child died, you got up and ate bread?" 22. And he said,
"While the child was yet alive, | fasted and wept, for | said, 'Who knows? Perhaps the Lord will be gracious
to me, and the child will live. 23. But now [that] he is dead, why should | fast? Can | bring him back again?
I shall go to him, but he will not return to me."
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17. You shall remember what Amalek did to you on the way, when you went out of Egypt,18. how he
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happened upon you on the way and cut off all the stragglers at your rear, when you were faint and weary,
and he did not fear God. 19. [Therefore,] it will be, when the Lord your God grants you respite from all
your enemies around [you] in the land which the Lord, your God, gives to you as an inheritance to possess,
that you shall obliterate the remembrance of Amalek from beneath the heavens. You shall not forget!
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2. My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? [You are] far from my salvation [and] from the words of
my moaning.




