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1. Asong of Dawd, to make remembrance. 2. O Lord, do not reprove me with Your anger, nor chastise
me with Your wrath. 3. For Your arrows have been shot into me, and Your hand has come down upon
me. 4. There is no soundness in my flesh because of Your fury; there is no peace in my bones because of
my sin. 5. For my iniquities passed over my head; as a heavy burden they are too heavy for me. 6. My
boils are putrid; they fester because of my folly. 7.1am very much stunned and bowed; all day | go
around in gloom. 8. For my loins are full of self-effacement; there is no soundness in my flesh. 9. |
passed out and was very crushed; | moaned from the turmoil in my heart. 10. O Lord, all my desire is
before You, and my sigh is not hidden from You. 11. My heart is engulfed; my strength has left me, and
the light of my eyes- they too are not with me. 12. My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my
affliction, and those close to me stood afar. 13. And those who seek my life lay traps, and those who
seek my harm speak treachery, and all day long they think of deceits. 14. But | am as a deaf person, | do
not hear, and like a mute, who does not open his mouth. 15. And | was as a man who does not
understand and in whose mouth are no arguments. 16. Because | hoped for You, O Lord; You shall
answer, O Lord, my God. 17. For | said, "Lest they rejoice over me; when my foot faltered, they magnified
themselves over me." 18. For | am ready for disaster, and my pain is always before me. 19. For | relate
my iniquity; | worry about my sin. 20. But my enemies are in the vigor of life, and those who hate me for
false reasons have become great. 21. And they repay evil for good; they hate me for my pursuit of
goodness. 22. Do not forsake me, O Lord, my God; do not distance Yourself from me. 23. Hasten to my
aid, O Lord, my salvation.
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5. The Hirsch Psalms: Chapter 38 Verse 1

V. 1. =9amb: “To serve as a memorial.,” It is David's desire to
remember forever even in days of happiness and prosperity the emotions
and thoughts that filled him during the sad period in his life when he penned

thic menles Drirma amana tha thanohes n\fr\rafrnt‘ H thic Thantar ¢ Navid'e
(SEE R F:dllll I 1ulw ﬂlllL’llb e llluu._'ll’ ‘.Al. w30 l.‘l. Lo \pllu‘lk\il iJ ASRTIN G

avowal that he was bowed down not so much by the suffering caused him
by the onslaughts of illness and foes, as by the feeling of guilt, the remorse-
ful realization that he had deserved these sufferings because of the sins he
had committed against God. David did well to set down this fact for future
recollection, because nothing is better suited to keep us from going astray
in happier days than the mere memory of how crushing and depressing

remorse can be, and how unhappy it can make us.
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13. The Lord is Righteous in all His Ways (page 36)

AT L

Of course, it is more important for the people to survive than
the Beit ha-Mikdash. For all its extraordinary sanctity, the Beit
ha-Mikdash was just a piece of wood. One talmid hakham, one
scholar, is more important than five hundred Batei Mikdash.
One talmid hakham is more important than five azarot. The
Beit ha-Mikdash was destroyed, completely destroyed, but as
long as there is a people, there will again be a Beit ha-Mikdash.
We know this from the simple fact that even today we still
observe Tish‘ah be-Av and mourn for the hurban. Had the peo-
ple been destroyed, there would be no Tish'ah be-Av. Had the
people been destroyed, the situation would be hopeless. The fact
that we observe Tish‘ah be-Av today shows that the people are
alive and, as long as that is the case, and as long as Gedolei
Yisrael live, the Beit ha-Mikdash will be rebuilt.



