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Tehillim: Psalms for the Ages - Chapter 36
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1. For the Conductor, by the servant of the Lord, by David. 2. [l think] in my heart: Sin says to the wicked,
“There is none [who need place] the fear of God before his eyes.” 3. For Sin makes itself appealing to him,
until his iniquity be found and he is hated. 4. The speech of his mouth is evil and deceit; he fails to reason,
to improve. 5. On his bed he contemplates evil, he stands in a path that is not good; he does not despise
evil. 6. O Lord, Your kindness is in the heavens; Your faithfulness is till the skies. 7. Your righteousness is
like the mighty mountains, Your judgements extend to the great deep, man and beast You deliver, Lord.
8. How precious is Your kindness, God; man takes shelter in the shadow of Your wings. 9. They will be
filled by the abundance of Your house; from the stream of Your Eden, You will give them to drink. 10. For
the source of life is with You; in Your Light do we see light. 11. Extend Your kindness to those who know
You, and Your righteousness to the upright of heart. 12. Let not the foot of the arrogant overtake me; let
not the hand of the wicked drive me away. 13. Therethe doers of evil fell, thrust down, unable to rise.
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1. And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, [to the] top of the summit facing Jericho.
And the Lord showed him all the Land: The Gilead until Dan, 2. and all [the land of] Naftali, and the land
of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, until the western sea, 3. and the south, and the
plain, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, until Zoar. 4. And the Lord said to him, "This is the Land
| swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, 'l will give it to your offspring.' | have let you see it

with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there." 5. And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there, in
the land of Moab, by the mouth of the Lord.
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8. Tradition (47.4 - 2015 - Rav Aharon Lichtenstein zt’l)

The source of my support was not confined to my immediate rebbeim. At one point, during my late teens,
| was troubled by certain ethical questions concerning Amalek, ir ha-nidahat, etc. | then recalled

having recently read that Rav Chaim Brisker would awaken nightly to see if someone hadn’t placed a
foundling at his doorstep. | knew that | slept quite soundly, and | concluded that if such a paragon of
hesed coped with these halakhot, evidently the source of my anxiety did not lie in my greater sensitivity
but in my weaker faith. And | set myself to enhancing it.

The greatest source of faith, however, has been the Ribbono shel Olam Himself. At the level of rational
demonstration, this is, of course, patently circular. Existentially, however, nothing has been more
authentic than the encounter with Avinu Malkeinu, the source and ground of all being. Nothing more
sustaining, nothing more strengthening

The encounter, of course, has been varied. In part, it has been channeled — primarily through talmud
Torah (this is no doubt an aspect of maor she-bah, “the light within it,” of which Hazal spoke), but also
through tefi llah and the performance of mizvot; or, if you will, by the halakhic regimen in its totality. In
part, it has been random — moments of illumination while getting on a crowded bus or watching children
play in a park at twilight. Obviously, it has also been greatly varied in intensity. In its totality, however,
whatever the form and content, it has been the ultimate basis of spiritual life. This will obviously provide
little guidance for those to whom attaining encounter is precisely the problem. To those “struggling to
develop faith,” one can, however, proffer fi rst the reassuring assertion of the religious significance of the
quest per se, as, in the footsteps of Avraham Avinu, they have already become mevakshei Hashem;
second, the prospective hope of successful resolution, as “The Lord is good unto them that yearn for Him,
to the soul that seeketh Him” (Eikhah 3:25); and third, the counsel to focus persistently, in terms of
Coleridge’s familiar distinction, upon faith rather than belief, upon experiential trust, dependence and
submission more than upon catechetical dogmatics. Intellectual assent is normative and essential; but,
at the personal level, it is generally not the key. In the fi nal analysis, the primary human source of

faith is faith itself.
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10. The Hirsch Psalms - 36:1
... A Jew who strives to fulfill the task which God has entrusted to him
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1. For the Conductor, by the servant of the Lord, by David. 2. [l think] in my heart: Sin says to the wicked,
“There is none [who need place] the fear of God before his eyes.” 3. For Sin makes itself appealing to him,
until his iniquity be found and he is hated. 4. The speech of his mouth is evil and deceit; he fails to reason,
to improve. 5. On his bed he contemplates evil, he stands in a path that is not good; he does not despise
evil. 6. O Lord, Your kindness is in the heavens; Your faithfulness is till the skies. 7. Your righteousness is
like the mighty mountains, Your judgements extend to the great deep;, man and beast You deliver, Lord.
8. How precious is Your kindness, God; man takes shelter in the shadow of Your wings. 9. They will be
filled by the abundance of Your house; from the stream of Your Eden, You will give them to drink. 10. For
the source of life is with You; in Your Light do we see light. 11. Extend Your kindness to those who know
You, and Your righteousness to the upright of heart. 12. Let not the foot of the arrogant overtake me; let
not the hand of the wicked drive me away. 13. Therethe doers of evil fell, thrust down, unable to rise.

Q: What does it mean to be an “EVED HASHEM”?
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Consistency
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To be an EVED - you must have complete Emunah. But what does it mean to have
complete Emunah?

8. Tradition (47.4 - 2015 - Rav Aharon Lichtenstein zt’l)
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10. The Hirsch Psalms - 36:1
... A Jew who strives to fulfill the task which God has entrusted to him .....




