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5. There was a Jewish man in Shushan the capital, whose name was Mordechai, son of Yair, son
of Shim'iy, son of Kish, a Benjaminite, 6. Who had been exiled from Jerusalem with the exiles
that had been exiled along with Jechoniah, King of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar, King of
Babylon, had sent into exile. 7. He raised his cousin Hadassah, also called Esther, for she had
neither father nor mother. The girl was of beautiful form and beautiful visage, and when her
father and mother died, Mordechai adopted her as his daughter. 8. Now when the king's order
and edict became known, and many girls were gathered to Shushan the capital under the
charge of Heigai, Esther was taken to the palace under the charge of Heigai, custodian of the
women. 9. The girl found favor in his eyes and won his kindness, so that he hurried to provide
her with her cosmetics and meals, and the seven maids that were to be given her from the
palace. He also transferred her and her maids to the best quarters in the harem. 10. [All the
while] Esther did not divulge her race or ancestry, for Mordechai had instructed her not to tell.
11. And every day Mordechai would stroll in front of the harem courtyard to find out how Esther
was faring and what would be done with her.
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