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8. Reb Moshe: The Life and Ideals of HaGaon Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (194-195

[N THE FORMATIVE YEARS OF HATZOLAH, THE WORLD-RENOWNED VOLUNTEER
medical emergency service, it was Reb Moshe who established the hala-
‘A » chic guidelines for responding to calls on Shabbos. At
A “Machmir a meeting between rabbanim and Hatzolah coordina-

tors, a rav suggested to Reb Moshe that he was being lenient with regard

to Hilchos Shabbos. Reb Moshe rose and declared, “I am not a meikil in
Hilchos Shabbos; | am a machmir in pikuach nefesh (saving a life).”

A short time later, Reb Moshe sent a message to Rabbi Heshy Jacob,
coordinator of the Lower East Side’s Hatzolah division, asking if he could
become an official member of Hatzolah. Rabbi Jacob asked Reb Moshe's
grandson, Rabbi Mordechai Tendler, to explain the request. Rabbi Tendler
said, “Your work is pikuach nefesh and the Rosh Yeshivah would like to
be a part of your work.” Rabbi Jacob replied that as Hatzolah's supreme
halachic authority, Reb Moshe surely was a member.
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