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1. Now it came to pass after these incidents that [someone] said to Joseph, "Behold, your father is ill." So
he took his two sons with him, Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 And [someone] told Jacob and said, "Behold,
your son Joseph is coming to you." And Israel summoned his strength and sat up on the bed. 3. And Jacob
said to Joseph, "Almighty God appeared to me in Luz, in the land of Canaan, and He blessed me. & And
He said to me, 'Behold, | will make you fruitful and couse you to multiply, and | will make you into a
congregation of peoples, and I will give this land to your seed after you for an everlasting inheritance.’ 5.
And now, [as for] your two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt, until | came to you, to the
land of Egypt they are mine. Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine like Reuben and Simeon. é But your
children, if you beget [ony] after them, shall be yours; by their brothers’ names they shall be called in

their inheritance. 7._As for me, when | came from Padan | died to me in the lan n n the
way, when there was still o stretch of land to come to Ephrath, and | buried her there on the way to

Ephrath, which is Bethlehem."
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B. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch: Genesis 48:7

®

®

V. 7. 9y nrm, it was a fatal disaster that befell me. n33: see
Ch. XXXV.16, This speech of Jacob, referring back to Rachel’s death and
burial is usually taken as having been said as exoneration for his placing
such weight on his being buried in Machpela although Joseph's mother
was not buried there. But if that was its meaning, we should have expected
it to have been said above in the previous conversation, where Jacob asked
for the promise for his burial. In the connection in which we find it here
it can only have reference to the matter of the discourse here, the decision
about the sons of Joseph. In this conversation uatil the moment when he
gives his blessing and imparts to his grandsons their position in the future
of the nation, V.8, Jacob is designated solely as Jacob, and not as Israel.

In V.2 when Joseph came to him %" prim, Jacob pulled himself together
so as to regard Joseph not only as his son, but in his importance for the
national future which is associated with the name %X72°; and from this
standpoint too, he expresses, V.8 his blessing on Joseph's sons. But favouring
him by making him a double tribe, sprung from Jacob's personal relationship
to Joseph, hence 3py " V.3, and only at V.8 again "8y kM. For it
scems that this favouritism to the sons of Joseph came, oot from national
considerations, but from the individual personal feelings which Jacob, as
Jacob, the man, personally felt. In the last days of his life thoughts of the
wife whom he loved the most deeply, who was the actual wife of his choice,
and who had been taken away from him the earliest, were specially prominent
in his mind; her whole fate made it likely that her memory would be more
in the background in the future memorials of the nation. When the children
of Israel in later times visited the graves of their ancestors, they would find
Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob and Leah, but Rachel, Joseph's
mother, was not granted, even in death, to receive her place in the common
resting-place of the ancestors of the nation. And only two tribes call her
their mother. So it would be just the wife of his heart, whom he had
thought of as the real mother of his future people, who might vanish from
the hearts of the nation. That was why it was the deep desire of his heart
to raise Joseph Rachel's firstborn, to be the firstborn of his national tribes,
by making his sons into two tribes, to grant him the right of the firstborn
to 2 "double portion”. v ———— L



