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Asara B'Teves: Historical Events, Contemporary Meaning
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15. Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail, Mordecai's uncle, who had taken her for a daughter,
came to go in to the king, she requested nothing, except what Hegai the king's chamberlain, the guard of the
women, would say, and Esther obtained grace in the eyes of all who beheld her. 14. So Esther was taken to King
Ahasuerus, to his royal house in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 1.

And the king foved Esther more than all the women, and she won groce and favor before him more than all the
maidens, and he placed the royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.
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1. 'And it was in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth (day) of the month, that
Nebuchadnetzar, King of Babylon came, he and all his hosts, upon Yerushalayim, and he encamped upon
it and built forts around it. 2. And the city came under siege till the eleventh year of King Tzidkiyahu. 3.
On the ninth of the month famine was intense in the city, the people had no bread, and the city was
breached.’
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So sgid the Lord of Hosts: The fast of the fourth [month], the fast of the fifth [month], the fast of the

seventh [month], and the fast of the tenth fmonth] shall be for the house of Judah for joy and happiness
and for happy holidays-but love truth and peace.
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14. And he fell on his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck.
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