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1. Sing joyously to the Lord, you righteous ones; it is fitting for the upright to offer praise, 2. Extol the
Lord with a harp; sing to Him with a ten-stringed lyre. 3. Sing to Him a new song; play well with sounds of
jubilation. 4. For the word of the Lord is just; all His deeds are done in faithfulness. 5. He loves
righteousness and justice; the kindness of the Lord fills the earth. 6. By the word of the Lord the heavens
were made, and by the breath of His mouth alf their hosts. 7. He gathers the waters of the sea like a
mound; He places the deep waters in vaults. 8. Let alf the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of
the world tremble before Him. 9. For He spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it endured.

10. The Lord has annulled the counsel of nations; He has foiled the schemes of peoples. 11. The counsel
of the Lord stands forever, the thoughts of His heart throughout all generations. 12, Fortunate is the
nation whose God is the Lord, the people He chose as a heritage for Himself. 13, The Lord looks down
from heaven; He beholds all mankind. 14. From His dwelling-place He looks intently upon all the
inhabitants of the earth. 15. It is He Who fashions the hearts of them all, Who perceives all their actions.
16. The king is not saved by a great army, nor a warrior rescued by great might. 17. The horse is a false
guarantee for victory; with all its great strength it offers no escape. 18. But the eye of the Lord is directed
toward those who fear Him, toward those who hope for His kindness, 19. to save their soul from death
and to sustain them during famine. 20. Our soul yearns for the Lord; He is our help and our shield. 21. For
our heart shall rejoice in Him, for we have put our trust in His Holy Name. 22. May Your kindness, Lord,
be upon us, as we have placed our hope in You.

2. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch: 33:1 @ TIr N ks = s

.. -, 1 is employed to express the
articutation  of powerful emotions and thoughts eveked by some external
stimulus. The fact that o, the “bursting forth” of emotions that clamor
for expression, frequently occurs with 134 and nmever in combination with
another word except 119, would support this interpretation. See Psalm 98:4,
Isaiah 14:7, 54:1, 44:23, 52:9, 49:13, 55:12 n3 nen ete. Moreover
U canmot simply denote inarticulate expressions of emotion, for Tm
ob% nwy (Isaiah 35:6) obviously speaks of that which the tongue of the
mute is powerless to utter; namely, spoken, articulate language. What still
remains a problem, howeyer, is the exact limitation of the concept of M.

The Piel form, 114, as used in this verse, occurs only in connection
with joyous emotions. There is a saying of the sages in the Midrash stating *
that it is said “n2 2272 1% and not T YK BptE 1Y, TR TR ToNa
10 5 for it is an outpouring of emotions evoked by the sight of the Lord,
as in W oyn 73 ®91_(Lev. 9:24).
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4. Worship of the Heat: Prayer & The Media Of Religious Experience: Rav Soloveitchik {4)

! The Emotional Medium @

_ Man is also able to approach God through his great and pas-
jionate love for Him, through an ecstatic experience which
enables the finite being to transcend the bounds of finitude and
to rise above the limited and relative to the heights of absolute-

negs. and endlessness. Man, many Jewish philosophers and
mystics maintained, may reach God not only through the intel-
lect but also through the “heart,” through a pure and serene
mind, however naive and simple; through a passionate, sincere,
though not intellectually enlightened love; through craving for
God, even when the heart which craves has not been illumined
by Divine knowledge and wisdom; in loneliness and despair,
even if the lonely and despairing soul cannot interpret its own
misery; or through joy and jubilation, notwithstanding the fact
that the heart which is filled with gratitude and happiness is
too ignorant to analyze its aroused emotions. One may find
access to God in ignorance and intellectual want as long as he
is truthful and his feelings are sincere and genuine./

®

[The emotional approach
to God via the ecstatic leap into the beyond is to be considered
a direct beholding of Him. There is no need for additional vision-
jmry perceptions characteristic of prophecy. The feeling of His
presence, companionship and closeness is vivid and overpower-
ing.*One feels the breath of infinity in the stillness of a clear
starlit night, when he simply perceives the great miracle of
being in touch with the Creator who resides beyond the endless
spaces of the flying nebulae’ One may feel the “unseen reality,”
as William James calls it, in the happiness of self-fulfillment, in
the embrace of a child and in the joy of spiritual accomplish-
ment. It i not the physical law or the mathematical formula,
but the overpowering thirst for God, the great hope for and
experience of Him. The craving for closeness to Being as such,
with the origin and root of everything, is an gvedah she-ba-lev,
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11. Rejoice in the Lord and exult, you righteous ones! Sing joyously, all you upright of heart!

7. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch: 32:11

V. 11. " wmw. The inference to be drawn from all the foregoing,
then, is as follows. The o2, who have never wavered in their loyalty
to duty, of course, have the greatest cause for rejoicing. But even those

:;ho afe :.'.1 jﬁw'.ne.ed ot cease being of good cheer, They are the ones
whom it is said in Verse 2 e 1mea "0 that th i
s . . ey do not engage in
eception and, if they bave erred, they understand and admit in honesty
and uprightness that they have sinned.
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