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Ethics & Ethos: Timeless Lessons from the Weekly Parsha

Parshas Vayera: Revelation & Reaction
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1. Now the Lord appeared to him in the plains of Mamre, and he was sitting at the entrance of the tent
when the day was hot. 2. And he lifted his eyes and saw, and behold, three men were standing beside
him, and he saw and he ran toward themn from the entrance of the tent, and he prostrated himself to the
ground. 3. And he said, "My lords, if only I have found favor in your eyes, please do not pass on from
beside your servant.
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R. Isaac ben R. Joseph Caro was born in Toledo in 1458 and was a student of R. Isaac Canpanton - the Gaon of
Castille. He moved to Portugal before the Spanish expulsion, and headed a yeshiva in Lisbon. After publishing
Toledot Yizhak, he decided to emigrate to Erez Israel, but, on the way he was delayed in Damascus. He apparently
passed away in Jerusalem, 1535,
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R. Hayyim b"r Moshe ibn Attar was born in Sali, West Morocco in 1696. In 1741 he arrived in the Land of Israel
with a number of his disciples, and after brief stays in Acre and Tiberias, he relocated to Jerusalem where he
established a yeshiva for the study of Talmud and Kabala. He vigorously struggled against the Karaites living in
Jerusalem at that time. He died in 1743, after having lived in Jerusalem for less than a year.

X P03 1? P1IB K AWND N2 BN YT 4
— /712 3WDI NX JoRW % P .AMRI? 7937 TR 93 XY X ,710wm 130 Opn PR LPOR RO (R)
{1 °I0 DR NIRI? 73997 = 7INY 7T DRT WY DTIARY 170

Approach #2:;
H DIBD B PIB HM PEID PEHII VLY 5

T3 LYTPD H31,209 1ML BE OP HIND I3 HND 139 INH ONDD DO Ip3d - PiH HM (B)
MBES SHLY 1D

N 19°0 117 P15 R DRMD MUNT2 (7212) AT T .6
VWP TON NN LTON 15107 7O IHYEAKY T0M TSR0 717902 KXW INKR 7 PR RN

..1_



TOW ,(33 3 NPWRI2) YO DX 07X (T 121 RIW LDIR YR RO 0 DR RT3 IR
"33 ININ 3R AR BT DR 12°PW TN 7D1021] RN RATYSPY av 197153 PRI

11 1190 7% oRARY 952 /7 POR R MR ,T2I0 DX pa 00 RNOYEHRI (199 0™12T)
TN 2RI DANAR NW 707w 11 RN T2 WP TR R 195 A9

N 2°0 11 P75 R A5 DPWRTI (1a13) aw baw .7
v 19227 X TIN2 WITPT 1OV A1 IYLEN 793R YW Brawa a1 (R

N P1OB 17 P15 N7 AT NWNT2 PM .8

XOW Y2wn 197 12 YRWT RIT T3 IR RIS 7 INPAY 2wehw 01 X1 12 XA TR R
DN XN 2 23517 ,2°N03 K7 RO 1927 IR T1HR 102 2705 K27 X PIWwH 01pn 0wa 108
Jpah &

N 77y 77 77 w0 NooM *oaa Twmbn L9

IR ToRY QTR 17 WOR 731 29970 BITIR 7 N 12N KD ,KIAM "33 RHM 137 VIR
T2 WP W 1PN R 1207 RUR IRIT AP WR TAOR 1700 cMIRI 120 RO 200w
FINK §X 0072971 919 NN INWRY OIRY 09K 17 WY :20N5T 001 whabn X7 0 X7
P2 IR AR R PRI T PR RI71 :2°N5T .29 12 RIT T3 ©1IR 501 wabh
333 PR AR DOT9X 771271 013K N PR 7171 :27N7 ,0°73K Ol R I3 WITRR N
.0"ND 73R FNR AR K232 IR 93P 127007 ,0°03 12p RIT TN WITRT ;2°0AR ORI R

X D105 17 pIB RIM MWD AMUNTE ATNA Y 9NN WD 10

X7 T2 WITRIT XY 7071 A9 /2 09 K72 RAT T AR 79 AR 3% WD POR R (X)
X9 7R XY 70K 2209 K770 1Ip3% KOR X3 ®OW NOW K7 1IWSn 1wr1eph b b rw
T IRXNW 7133 727 10Y 9377 R? 7BRY AN 2% 0IRY 1% wow par 717 Y 821 11207
7 DM IR TWIY INIRIY NP0 K3 03 3212 19 17080 SRS 12’

Rabbi Asher ben Jechiel was born ca. 1250 in Germany, and died in 1327 in Toledo, Spain. Rosh studied in the
yeshivot of the Franco-German Tosafist school, and his outstanding teacher was Rabbi Meir ben Baruch of
Rothenburg.
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17. Studies in Genesis {Nechama Leibowitz, 162)

Hospitality which is the keynote of our sidra constitutes the
classic example of love of humanity, altruism and good deeds
in general. The welcoming of the Divine Presence symbolises
here the mystic enjoyment of direct communion with the Al
mighty, reserved for the righteous in the Hereafter. In the above
dictum of the Sages the view is enunciated that practical good
deeds take precedence over any abstract spiritual enjoyment.
Under the impress of this revelation of the Divine Presence
and the infinite honour paid to him, Abraham rushed, all eager-
ness, to fulfill the duty of hospitality to the three strangers who
stood at the roadside. He did not linger for a moment in the
toils of mystic communion with his Creator, but ran to attend
to the practical tasks of making welcome some tired and weary
wandercrs who required food, shelter and_rest.
Note how the Torah underlines the eagerness with which
Abraham attends to all the wants of his guests in order to serve

as an example of true hoépitality..The motif words cxpressing
Abraham’s haste and cagerness recur over and again.



