7504 SEVEN MILE LANE + BALTIMORE. MD 21208
410-415-3755 » INFO@GOIIC.ORG » WWW.GOIJC.ORG

Ethics & Ethos: Timeless Lessons from the Weekly Parsha

Chayei Sarah:
The Man Who Had It All

Rabbi Shmuel Silber
November 12, 2014

qgﬂnwﬁn?
M%éwk

THIS COURSE IS DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF:
2 MRS DNYIR 1IN 2 NND NY2Y VRS N2 NPD NPYY NS 23N N3 Dt 7N YNUN
DMAN MIXI MM DNHDYI XNN
MAY THEIR SOULS BE BOUND IN THE EVERLASTING BOND OF LIFE
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1. And Abraham was old, advanced in days, and the Lord had blessed Abraham with everything. 2. And
Abraham said to his servant, the elder of his house, who ruled over all that was his, "Please place your

hand under my thigh. 3. And I will adjure you by the Lord, the God of the heaven and the God of the earth,

that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose midst | dwell.
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8. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch: Genesis Chapter 24 Verse 1
U .. - 4 Now surely nobody could wish to say -
- that the highest blessing can be to have no daughter at all. Apart from the
fact that these same sages say that no marriage can be considered to have *
fulfilled its purpose until a son and 4 daughter have resulted from it

(Yebemoth 61 LL.), there could be no place mote unsuited for making "
such a statement than just the very chapter the contents of which, Sarah.i:

3
and Rebecca — serve to glorify Woman more than any other. But aliii: @
these sayings would say that 923, that God had blessed Abraham “in all‘%
things™, showed itself just in that, ie. in everything, even in such matterst}
that without God's special care would be likely to disturb the happiness:
of his life. Now just at this point where we-see Abraham's great worry T
to find a suitable wife for his only son — a worry to settle which he.”
must have believed that he would have to trust to the quite special dispen-:
sation of God — the thought must come to one’s mind, ‘what a worry, !

what 2 terrible, almost insolvable problem would have been presented to- !
Abraham if he had hed 2 daughter and would heve had to look for a.;

|
!
|
’ -
@ é husband for her from cut of thé Canaanite or Aramaic men. A son of
* Abraham would be able finally to win even a daughter of Canaan ot
Aram over to himself to the spirit of an Abrahamitic home. But for the
same reason an Abrahamitic daughter would be lost to the spirit and house
| of Abraham through a Canaanite or Aramaic husband, For & son carries
]: on the patemal house, but a daughter goes over to the household of her
b father-in-law, who encompasses her as a protective wall (mmn). Abraham
- would have to see his grandchildren bomn to idol worship if be had had a
©" daughter. It was from this grief that R, Meir thinks God’s blessing in

, . giving him no daughter, saved him, :

@ : R. Jehuda catries on with the same trend of thought, but thinks,
on the contrary, that even in this point Abraham was blessed, not by the
denial of, but by the granting of, a daughter. God did give Abraham
a'daughter, and he was blessed by her remaining “his” even in her mar-

. tiage, and thereby formed a bridge between the isolated house of Abraham
-ond the rest of the world. Abraham was thereby. granted 2 blessing that
would have remeined unobtainable in his isolation, viz. to plant the Abra-
hamitic spirit in the non-Abrahamitic world. -

@ ' But for that, other opinions say, there was no need of an actual

concrete daughter. He had a daughter whose name was #53. The fact that

he was so visibly blessed in every direction, by which the eyes of the
world were turned on him, and feelings of respect aroused and notice -
of his way of life was a still stronger means of establishing a bond with the
non-Abrahamitic world, than even a daughter would have been,
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R. Isaac ben R. Joseph Caro was born in Toledo in 1458 and was a student of R, isaac Canpanton - the Gaon of
Castille. He moved to Portugal before the Spanish expulsion, and headed a yeshiva in Lishon. After publishing
Toledot Yizhak, he decided to emigrate to Erez Israel, but, on the way he was delayed in Damascus. He apparently

passed away in Jerusalem, 1535,
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